
 

Dear Carlisle School Community, 

I hope you were able to enjoy some part of the Memorial Day weekend.  While it was 
not our “traditional” Memorial Day, it did provide us with the opportunity to look at 
society’s recent sacrifices in relation to those made by others, over the centuries, in 
service to our nation and our common good.  

One aspect of our school year which is staying true to tradition, is the fact that while the 
end of the school year is swiftly approaching, things are not necessarily “winding 
down”.  Remote learning is continuing to keep teachers, students and parents busy, 
while a variety of additional activities have also started to pick up.  Plans are currently 
being made to welcome next year’s Kindergarten students utilizing a modified 
Kindergarten screening, plans for celebrating our 8th Graders upon their graduation are 
in process along with planning for their transition to high school, and of course plans are 
being made for our traditional summer school and for the reopening of school in the 
fall.  You will be receiving additional information about each of these topics as they 
pertain directly to you and/or your child, though I do want to try to shed some light on 
our planning to date for summer school and reopening. 

Summer school is traditionally offered exclusively for students who require this service 
based upon their Individualized Education Plan (IEP).  We are currently making plans 
for an in-person summer school program, but we are simultaneously developing a plan 
for a remote summer school session in case this is our reality.  Because of the nature of 
the summer school with much smaller groups of students participating, we are 
hoping/planning that with additional precautions and hygiene procedures, we will be 
able to hold these sessions in person, as we believe this approach to have the most 
educational benefit to students.  We are aware, however, that at this time public health 
is everyone's priority, which means this approach may need to be amended if we are 
not allowed to hold in person summer school.  Additionally, we have been asked to 
explore the possibility of making available to all students some additional educational 
instruction/support/engagement over the summer.  We will be looking into this possibility 
and providing further information on possible options in the weeks to come. 

The topic of reopening school in the fall is a complex and multifaceted challenge, and 
we are fortunate to have our Back to School Task Force (BTSTF) in place to take on 
this challenge.  The BTSTF has over 30 members from a variety of stakeholder groups 
and we will be developing a plan for reopening, which will allow us to be flexible and 
responsive to change.  We are planning to have our BTSTF collaborate and 
communicate with similar groups in other school districts in our region, to support best 
practices and some regional consistency.  Of course, all of our plans will be influenced 
and shaped by guidelines from the state, though we have no idea when these 
guidelines may be issued, which reinforces the importance of our local preparations.  As 
I stated previously, we are fortunate to have an engaged, thoughtful and representative 



group on our BTSTF, and together I know we will be able to develop and communicate 
an approach to reopening which will be the best match for us here in Carlisle. 

School Committee Special Weekly Meeting via Zoom 

Topic: School Committee May 29, 2020 

Time: May 29, 2020 08:30 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Please check your email for the Zoom link. 

The Carlisle Special Education Parent Advisory Committee (SEPAC) invites you 
to attend the following webinars: 

The Federation of Children with Special Needs (FCSN) is hosting 3 free webinars on 
parent's basic rights during the IEP process. Below find details on how to register for 
each session. Questions? Email: CarlislemaSEPAC@gmail.com or call the office of 
student support services. 

Thursday, May 28            6:30-8:30PM       Basic Rights: Evaluation and Eligibility 

Registration Link 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_2zmk9lklQNieN0pl7jeWDQ 

Thursday, June 4              6:30-8:30PM       Basic Rights: Understanding the IEP 

Registration Link 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Q39ixBerQe6E8J8uWAchYg 

Thursday, June 11            6:30-8:30PM       Basic Rights: Transition Planning 

Registration Link 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_M02mqJutQGOfsB2G5w9jQA 

You can find more information about the SEPAC here: SEPAC Brochure 

Carlisle Cultural Council seeks your input 

The Carlisle Cultural Council needs residents’ input to help guide decisions about 
programs and grant funding. Visit the survey 
at https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/5574603/CarlisleCulturalCouncil2020. It’s open to 
all Carlisle residents through Friday June 12. 



The survey will help guide the Council’s decisions about locally produced programs and 
funding of grants for a variety of cultural programs and events. The Cultural Council 
allocates grant money provided by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency, 
to deserving arts, cultural and educational programs, and also produces its own 
programs, all for the benefit of the Carlisle community. 

ALSO: The Cultural Council needs new members to help create and run programs, 
collaborate with other cultural organizations, and participate in the annual grant funding 
process. Members are appointed by the Select Board for 3-year terms. If interested, 
please email culturalcouncil@carlislema.gov. 

Superintendent Coffee 

This weekly “Coffee” via Zoom provides parents, families and any interested community 
members with the opportunity to hear the most recent news from the District and the 
schools, and to ask any questions they may have regarding any aspect of the school 
closure, operations or planning. 

Topic: Superintendent Coffee 

Time: June 2, 2020 08:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

        Every week on Tue, until Jun 16, 2020 

        Jun 2, 2020 08:00 AM 

        Jun 9, 2020 08:00 AM 

        Jun 16, 2020 08:00 AM 

Please check your email for the Zoom link. 

Story Time *(Be sure you have the right link for this week’s session, which is 
below) 

Are you or your child looking for something to do for 20 minutes or so on Wednesday 
morning at 8:30 prior to starting your/their school work?  If you are, you can join us for 
Story Time with Jim.  No guarantees of what it will be, but I can assure you there are 
worse ways to spend a half an hour. 

Topic: Story Time 

Time: May 27, 2020 08:30 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

        Every week on Wed, until Jun 17, 2020, 4 occurrence(s) 



        May 27, 2020 08:30 AM 

        Jun 3, 2020 08:30 AM 

        Jun 10, 2020 08:30 AM 

        Jun 17, 2020 08:30 AM 

Please check your email for the Zoom link. 

Breakfast and Lunch Availability 

Our friends at CCHS continue to make groceries available to those who may need it 
and will do so through the end of the school year.  They are asking that families arrive 
between 8:30 and 11 AM and line up in their cars.  

This is being offered as a service to the community and is open to anyone who is in 
need during this closure.  They are unable to accept food donations but fiscal donations 
are welcome.  They ask that checks be sent to CPS/CCRSD Food Service, 120 Meriam 
Road, Concord, MA 01742.  You may also use this link to make a donation in support of 
this effort, which continues to help many families of our students and our senior 
community. 

  

In closing, please do not hesitate to reach out to me if you have any questions. I also 
encourage you to attend my weekly “coffee” on Tuesday mornings, if you are interested 
in a more informal discussion of events, planning or any component of our schools. 

Stay well, 

Jim O’Shea 

 


